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Monastic Fleece is basically new to the 
Llama world – but at the same time — the 
industry is not new to us. as a roman 
Catholic Monastic community of Monks and 
Nuns, we have always throughout history 
been “self-providers” and “farmers.”

…We decided to have a dye day. This 
wasn’t to be just any dye day.... this was 
to be a natural dye day. Natural dyes 
are dyes that are obtained from animals, 
plants, or minerals. Natural dying also 
means that it’s a whole lot more work
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Interview with
Courtnee and Robin Benson  

of  Sapaveco Ranches

by Sue Wilde

Hi Courtnee and Robin, welcome to 
the LamaLink. We are always happy to 
feature dedicated llama breeders in the 
Link.

Where is your farm, Sapaveco 
Ranches located?  What is the meaning 
of Sapaveco?  Your family was living in 
Austin, what prompted the move to the 
country?

Sapaveco Ranches is located in 
Florence, TX just north of Austin. We have 
a second location for family and friend 
recreation in Rocksprings, TX. Sapaveco 
comes from a vegetable packing and 
shipping company that was owned by my 
great grandfather in San Patricio County, 
TX.  The name of the business was San 
Patricio Vegetable Company, or for short, 
SAPAVECO.  He brokered and shipped 
vegetables out of Texas and Colorado. We 
wanted to use this name because of the 
nostalgia. My dad was always a country 
boy, raised in South Texas. After living in 
the city for almost 20 years we all felt that 

it was time to move to the country. We lived 
in Austin, but spent every weekend out of 
town at our lake house at Lake Buchanan, 
our Rocksprings ranch, or offshore fishing 
out of Port O’Connor. Robin owned a pet 
sitting business for 10 years while living 
in Austin and had to give it up when we 
moved. After so many years and so many 
good friends made, it was extremely hard 
for her to give it up. While living in Austin 
we always had a minimum of four dogs, a 
couple of cats, a rabbit, and fish in a pond, 
plus we were foster parents for the local 
SPCA – basically, whatever we could get 
away with living in the city. We even had 
a couple of baby goats living in our back 
yard for a while that would drink water out 
of the swimming pool. So, when we made 
the move to the country we knew we had 
to have some kind of animal. 

You have been breeding llamas for 
only a few years, what made you decide 

to choose llamas for your farm?  What 
criteria did you use to choose your first 
llamas? What are you looking for in a 
llama for your program now? Do you 
two always agree on what llamas should 
be in the program?

Robin knew right off the bat that 
she wanted llamas. She liked the unique 
and exotic, yet gentle look they have. 
However, with our first purchase of 
llamas, we did not intend on showing, but 
just keeping them as companion animals. 
When we bought our first llamas, we 
did not purchase for great bloodlines, 
conformation, or fiber. Needless to say, 
we have learned a great deal. Now when 
we look to add a llama to our program we 
look for a complete package in the animal 
we are considering purchasing.  It must 
have excellent conformation, the fiber 
type we want, size, disposition, good and 
reputable bloodlines that will benefit our 

breeding program. A great show record 
doesn’t hurt.  We are focusing on silky 
and suri fibered animals. Our silky main 
herdsire, MSF The Patriot, and our suri 
junior herdsire, SHAG Power Petrone, 
we feel we can accomplish our goals.  
Both males have amazing show records 

Continued on page 8…

LINKING UP
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and place at the top of their 
class on both the local and 
national level and they 
have the best dispositions. 
We want our females to be 
just as strong in the show ring as our males 
as to later produce the best offspring. I do 
a lot of research prior to deciding what we 
will purchase and spend countless hours 
doing this. When I show Robin something 
that we may be interested in, she knows 
I have done my homework on the animal 
and am serious about it. After we go over 
the different qualities of the animal, the 
show record, breeding record, etc., then 
we make our decision and we tend to 
agree. I feel we have made wise decisions 
on which animals to purchase to benefit 
our program.

Your website is very good and your 
photographs are great. Any tips on 
taking a good photograph for promoting 
your llamas?

I have spent a lot of time creating the 
website and playing with what looks the 
best.  I think that a good picture really 
draws attention to the animal.  Robin and 
I both take the photos for the website or 
advertisements we may do. First, we make 
sure there is nothing distracting in the 
background with minimal trees and no 
other llamas.  I like pictures with green 
grass and a clear, blue sky so we always try 
to get our pictures done on nice days. The 
llama needs to look clean and groomed, 
but it’s not necessary to have them show 
ring ready for the picture because not every 
speck of dirt is noticeable in a picture. 
Either Robin or I will set up the animal 
while the other snaps pictures. We always 
make sure the llama is posing at it’s best – 
neck up, tail up, ears up, and correct foot 
placement. We want the llama to look it’s 
best.  When sending pictures to a potential 
buyer you should always stand next to the 
llama so they can get an idea of the actual 
height of the llama, too.  

The show record you have on your 
site is more than impressive. What are 
your show ring secrets? Would you 
consider pursuing a judging certificate? 
What are the characteristics of a good 
llama judge?

We really enjoy showing and strive to 
show our llamas in a way that displays them 
at their best.  First, we don’t go in the ring 
nervous because it will travel right down 
the lead rope to the animal and cause them 
to misbehave. We always enter confident. 
Relaxing in the ring is not an option. We 
are always aware of where the judge is and 
always want to have the llama set up to 
paint the best picture to the judge. Before 
showing a llama we always evaluate it and 
know how to show it at its best – does it 
need to walk more slowly or quickly, will 
it allow the judge to go down the topline, 
etc. We work to teach our llamas to set up 
and then allow someone to rub down their 
topline. Grooming also plays an important 
part of presenting your llama.  It needs to 
be neatly groomed and sheared in a way 
that shows off it’s conformation. I really 
love grooming and shearing the llamas, so 
this makes getting ready for the shows fun 
for me too. I have considered pursuing a 
judging certificate and I think that will be 
something I may do in the future. However, 
I want to finish college first and learn my 
family’s commercial landscaping company 
before I pursue the judging certificate. 
Robin and I both believe that a good llama 

The Virginia Classic 
Lexington VA 

 March 14  & 15, 2009

…Continued from page 7
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previously completed.  This works out 
best and we can get the job done quicker. 
As far as running the business goes we 
each do our fare share.  I handle inquiries, 
advertising, etc., while Robin inventories 
our supply of hay and grain and manages 
our ranch hand, plus has hands on every 
day with the llamas.  

My dad, Mike, and brother, Connor, 
are very supportive of us. They each try to 
attend as many shows as they can. My dad 
usually ends up doing most of the driving 
when we go to shows or need to pick up 
llamas. They both also have a good eye 
for which two llamas bred together would 
produce a pleasing offspring.  

Your offer hauling and shearing 
services on your site. Where did you 
learn to shear llamas? What are some of 
your more interesting experiences with 
shearing? What should people do to get 
their llamas ready for shearing? What 
are you doing with your fiber?

I pretty much taught myself how to 
shear llamas. The first time we had our 

judge looks at the entire llama. The judge 
should not focus only on the top line, leg 
movement, etc, but the entire package.    

You and your mother Robin are 
a team in the llamas, what are your 
strengths that you bring to the venture? 
How are your dad and brother involved 
with the llamas?

We each bring valuable strengths to 
our llama venture. Robin does a lot of 
the every day tasks while I am at school. 
She also worms, vaccinates, grooms, and 
desensitizes and halter trains the young 
ones.  We both agree on which llamas 
to breed together to produce the best 
offspring possible. Researching bloodlines 
and different llamas really interests me, so 
when we are thinking about purchasing a 
llama I make myself very familiar with the 
bloodlines and characteristics of the llama. 
We are each involved in the showing 
aspect. When we get ready for a show we 
usually try to get a system going. While 
my mom and our ranch hand brush or 
pick the fiber, I wash the ones they have 

llamas sheared we had someone do it for 
us and I watched him do a couple of them. 
It looked easy enough so I tried it on a few 
of them after I had ordered shears. The 
first shearing I did was a full body shear so 
lines and exactness didn’t matter as much. 
When I sheared for our first show it was 
different because I had to make it nice and 
neat, but it still turned out good. 

This past summer I offered shearing 
services around my area. I had quite a 
response. Everybody was able to bring the 
llamas to our ranch so I could put them in 
the chute (or attempt to) and make it an 
easier task. We couldn’t believe the shape 
that these llamas came in. None of them 
had ever been on a halter so my mom and 
I got the wonderful job of putting a halter 
on these untouched llamas for the very 
first time. One lady came with two llamas 
she had rescued and I sheared them, did 
their toenails, and wormed them. We told 
her at the time that her female looked huge 
and her milk bag was full. She called two 

Continued on page 10…
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days later to let us know that she had a 
baby llama. Another gentleman came with 
his four llamas and he didn’t understand 
how he started out with two llamas, but 
now had four! We explained to him that 
a female can get pregnant practically any 
day of the year. He was so surprised by this 
and wanted to know what he could do to 
keep this from happening year after year. 
He emailed a month or so later to let me 
know that he had a fifth llama. 

If possible don’t let the llama’s fiber 
get into bad shape where it is difficult to 
groom them. If the llama is matted almost 
to the skin I would recommend cutting off 
this fiber with a pair of scissors or hand 
shears. Then, the llama can be blown out 
so the blades do not dull as quickly. Pieces 
of dirt and especially sand can dull blades 
extremely fast. We keep our llamas pretty 
clean at all times so when show time rolls 
around it’s not such a job to brush or pick 
out all of the debris.  This also allows us 
to save our fiber when we shear. When we 
have enough fiber saved up we are going 
to send it to Ingrid’s in Paintrock, TX to be 
made into rugs.

You are learning to show in 
performance classes, what is the 
difference between training for halter 
classes and performance classes?

www.paco-vicunas.com

I have just started training a few llamas 
for performance classes.  It’s been a lot of 
fun learning how to do this and working 
with the llamas.  When we purchased 
SHAG Power Petrone he was already 
trained for performance classes (thank you 
Michele!) and I wanted to continue with 
him.  We have begun training a couple of 
young females that are doing quite well.  
The llamas have to respond to commands 
such as step or jump when going over 
the jumps in the course.  They also have 
to know to stop walking and stand when 
the handler stops.  Showing in halter helps 
with this because they already know to 
stop and set for the judge.  However, I 
think that showing in performance will 
be very beneficial to showing in halter 
classes because it creates a stronger bond 
and a more trusting relationship between 
the llama and the handler.  The llama has 
to be able to do more than walk around a 
ring when participating in performance.  
They have to be willing to go through 
different obstacles, carry a pack, and 
submit to handling.  I’m looking forward 
to participating in the performance classes 
in the shows.  

You have award winning llamas, how 
are you two promoting your program? 

I have done extensive work on our 
website to get it up and running for 
advertising.  I think it is a really good tool to 
show off all of our animals and our llamas 
for sale.  With the website people can see 
what our breeding program is all about, 
the quality of animals we have along with 
their show records, and the bloodlines we 
have.  I found many llama people and their 
websites from visiting other’s websites that 
I found through links.  I have also linked to 
other farm websites and I think that helps 
bring people to the website.  We have also 
been doing advertising in Lamalink. We 
advertised in the herdsire spectacular issue 
to promote our main stud and our junior 
herdsires.  We also advertise impressive 
show wins such as at Grand Nationals.  
We run a monthly business card ad as 
well. The llama magazine published by 
the SCLA in our region is the Humming 
Herald and we run ads in it as well. We have 
also advertised with American Livestock. 
We are members of LFA and SLA so our 
contact information is listed on those 
websites which may attract people.  We 
have business cards at our vet clinic and 
several local feed stores from which we 
get phone calls.  Meeting and networking 
with different people from across the 
United States is a great way to get your 
name out there.  Participating in shows in 
our area and outside our area also garners 
recognition. We have our ranch logo and 
info on magnetic signs on the side of our 
truck and have been approached numerous 
times in parking lots – even out of state. 
We think at the heart of it all though (and 
this should be in any type of business) is 
trustworthiness and honesty.    

 You are studying biology at college 
to be a part of your family business of 
commercial landscaping, does this help 
with understanding llamas?

…Continued from page 9
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With the biology classes I am studying I feel I am gaining 
knowledge that will be useful in understanding llamas. Some 
classes I am taking are Anatomy & Physiology and Plant Biology. 
The anatomy class gives me an understanding of how the body 
and body systems work in animals. The plant biology class covers 
topics on characteristics of different plants and where they are 
found which will help me identify the different grasses and plants 
the llamas eat. I feel like the plant classes will not only help me 
in the landscape company, but to decide on which plants to grow 
on our land that will supply our llamas with the best nutrition 
possible. This is going to become a real factor in the future as 
different parts of the country are put on water restrictions.  Drought 
tolerant plants will become the norm.  

 As a young woman, Courtnee, entering the llama business 
what do you see as the important elements in the industry that 
will ensure sustainably and attract more young people to the 
llama world?

I don’t know how many times I have heard whether it be from 
observers at a show, parade, etc. – “Gross, llamas, they spit!”  I’ve 
also been asked at a show if my llama was an emu!  I think we need 
to find a way to educate the public on these wonderful animals.  I 
see the alpaca advertisements on TV and people have referred to 
those commercials asking if the llamas are alpacas. At the local 
level, the llama shows need to be advertised.  It seems like we are 
in a barn with no spectators because there are no signs pointing 
the public in our direction. Getting 4-H and FFA kids involved in 
the llama showing is a great start to ensuring the sustainability of 
the llama industry.  A way to attract more young people may be 
going to local schools or county fairs to promote the llamas. A 
feed store near us has a livestock day twice a year where people 
can bring their animals to have hands on with the public. Parades 
are another good tool. People love to see the llamas up close and 
ask questions.  We participated in a Christmas parade where we 
educated people on the “positive aspects” of llamas.  It’s always 
fun to bring home friends that have lived in the city their entire 
lives and let them be hands on with the llamas. We usually halter a 
few of the girls and take them on a walk.  They really enjoy it and 
hopefully they are learning a little bit about the llamas at the same 
time.  You never know down the road where this could lead.  

Excerpt from Robin:  I am extremely proud of Courtnee’s 
accomplishments.  She carries a full college load and maintains 
an A/B average in addition to the huge amount of time she devotes 
to the llamas.  I’m a lucky mom.

http://www.nationalwestern.com
mailto:llamanwss@rmi.net
mailto:carol@buckhollowllamas.com
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Welcome to LamaLink.com and 
the Llama industry! Can you share a 
little bit about Monastic Fleece with our 
readers ?

Thank-you and it is truly a pleasure 
to visit with LamaLink.com. Monastic 
Fleece is basically new to the Llama world 
– but at the same time – the industry is not 
new to us. As a Roman Catholic Monastic 
community of Monks and Nuns, we have 
always throughout history been “self-
providers” and “farmers.”

Our Monastic community searched 
for a “venture” if you will, that would 
allow us to contribute in some manner 
of farming, an investment process, and 
at the same time, preserve our Monastic 
identity. We also took into consideration 
that whatever we decided to get involved 
in, the project had to be a mission in which 
everyone at the monastery could partake. 
In other words, the project had to be multi-

Interview with Fr. Abbot Ryan 
St. Anne, OSB of  
Monastic Fleece

by Lynda Carothers

functional to involve all members of 
the Monastic community. The llamas 
provide that outlet: raising & selling 
llamas, processing their fleece (in 
which the Sisters spin, weave and knit) 
and the all important aspect for organic 
farmers … Llama Beans (which the 
Monks sell).

How did you choose to raise 
Miniature Llamas? Tell us about your 
herd.

Being a Monastic community, we 
obviously resorted to our Monastic roots 
and asked for Divine Providence to 
intervene. I was actually searching the 
Internet for sheep when, as you know, one 
web-site leads you to another. I ended up 
opening a web-site and “SPLASH” … 
right before my eyes was a little white 
Miniature Llama that was for sale. I could 
not look any further. This little girl just 
captured my heart. The problem was – she 

was 1500 miles away from the monastery 
– how would I even get her home?

After a couple of months of hoping 
and praying … and everyone telling me 
that I was being somewhat ridiculous … 
a Benefactor making a trailer available 
… I made the trip to Virginia to pick up 
our little white “Josephina” and another 
bred female llama, named Rihanna. As I 
pulled into the driveway of The Fuzzy 
Farm I was met at the gate by Josephina 
and Rihanna … just standing there as if to 

The paddocks of Monastic Fleece

Checking out the new baby

http://www.monasticfleece.com
mailto:shepherds@monasticfleece.com
mailto:gdumas@hughes.net
http://www.thefuzzyfarm.com
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Brother Francis—90 years old Josephina & Rihanna

Miniature llamas for sale!  
Bred females and one proven herd sire. 

Weaned and halter trained crias!  
Several generation minis. Heavy wooled,  
sweet personalities & great conformation. 

Ready to start your mini herd?  
Ask about special package prices! 

Betty Eiler • 219-324-6075
www.morninggloryminillamas.com

Above: At six months of 
age, Josephina wins her 
second Grand Champion
Right: Josephina at the  
2008 ALSA Nationals    

that was pulsating my chest.
On the way home from that trip – I 

stopped at another Miniature Llama farm, 
The Very Little Llama Farm and purchased 
two more! I was hooked. There was no 
stopping me now. I then made a trip to 
Minnesota to Minnesota Mini’s – four 
more! I am now up to eight. And now … 
just a few months later … Monastic Fleece 
is the proud owner of twelve Miniature 
Llamas.

After owning llamas 
for just a couple of months, 
you were showing at the 
ALSA Nationals. How 
was that experience?

That is like asking “are 
you a proud father” (no pun 
intended) … It was simply 
amazing. Here we have this 
magnificent 5 ½ month old 
little girl who has already 
proven herself as a Grand 
Champion … what can one 
say? She gives of herself 
so freely to whatever the 

situation. She has traveled from one end 
of the United States to the other in such 
a short period in her life … and she still 
gives! That is what owning a llama is 
about. Josephina gives unconditionally the 
example of what we all should be doing 
– and she gives with unreserved trust and 
love.

How have the llamas changed the 
lives of those living at Monastic Fleece?

The Monastic’s went into this venture 
in the beginning purely as a financial 
investment and a way of support for the 
monastery. What it has turned out to be 
– is something that I never dreamed or 
imagined or expected! The llamas have 

brought the entire community together in 
a way that no Abbot could ever do … and 
they did it in such a short period of time. 

One of our members (90+ years old) 
had not been outside in the back yard of the 
monastery in over four years. The Sisters 
brought the llama inside the monastery 
and was walking down the corridor when 
they ran into our Venerable Brother Francis 
(Mr. Frankie). I can’t explain or tell you 
what caught me first … but I saw eyes that 
lit up like sunshine and a smile as wide as 
he was tall … and there he was … holding 
on to that little llama with such blissful 
joy … giggling and clamoring all at the 
same time. He has now been outside in 
the paddocks … fresh air … a smile on his 
face … and joy in his heart. No amount of 
money could ever replace that encounter.

Whether you are the youngest 
member of the monastery … or the oldest 
… everyone is a part of Monastic Fleece 
in some way or another … all sharing the 
peace and the joy that these little creatures 
of God have brought into our hearts. 

Ray and Pat Drury
Staunton, VA
540.885.2781

www.verylittlellamafarm.com
Specializing in Miniature Llamas

the Very Little Llama Farm

say: “welcome.” Not wanting to exhibit 
my complete excitement and awe … I got 
out of the truck trying to hold back the joy 

Continued on page 16…

http://www.morninggloryminillamas.com
http://www.verylittlellamafarm.com


Highlights from the 2008 Llama Futurity Association  
World Championship Show and Sale

High Selling Female 
Lot 22 Overman Kameo & cria 

consigned by Doug & Kamala Overman of Overman Farm 
purchased by Keith & Patti Wattigney of PK’s Llamas

High Selling Female
Lot 9 MSF Jewell’s Noel 

consigned by Mark & Susan Smith of Mark Smith Farms 
purchased by Lew & Jennifer McGinnis of Superior Farms

High Selling Male
Lot 51 Hightower 

consigned by Lew & Jennifer McGinnis of Superior Farms 
purchased by Barbara Reinecke of LaMara Spring Llamas

FUTURITY

Class #2 Amateur Females
Wild Ridge Unchained Harmony

Wild Ridge Llamas/Kristy Murdock

Class #S1 Males
Perfection’s Ducle

Perfection LLamas/Deone Townsend

Class #S2 Females
Heylee

Wild Oak Llamas/Mary Adams

Class #S3 Males
KHL Casino’s Royale

Baker & Company Llamas/Barb Baker

Class #S4 Females
Star Queen Pristine

Hard Rock Llama Co/Mike Gerken

Class #1 Males
GNLC Full Tilt

Wilkins Livestock/Westerham Farm

Class #NB1 Non Breeder
RLL Arbolado

Sugar River Llamas/Ali Soukup

Class #1 Amateur Males
DPDL Sundot

Breezy Acre Llamas/Angela Rumbaugh



January is Membership Renewal Month!  
Renew online at www.thelfa.org

alsa

Class #2 Females
Tijara

Hid-N Hills Ranch/Pam Jensen

Class #3 Males
lUa Wyoming status

Lash’s Unique Animals/Tami Lash

Class #4 Females
MHF sirius style

Margaret Fowler

Grand Champion Suri Female
CTW starlite

Catawissa Llamas / Larry Kisner

Grand Champion Suri Male
Hidalgo

Tai’ Chi Llamas / Cheryl & Holly Russell

Grand Champion Light/Medium Wool Female
Tootsie ssRMT

Northwind Farm / Robert LaMorte

Grand Champion Light/Medium Wool Male
alCl all Jacked Up

Log Cabin Llamas / Debbie & Ulin Andrews

Grand Champion Heavy Wool Female
WlK la Tida

PK’s Llamas / Keith & Patti Wattigney &  
Marcelo Sanchez

Grand Champion Heavy Wool Male
starrmaker

Rain Dance Ranch / Ken & Celia Austin

Grand Champion Non-Breeder
MBl Radar

Rishel Llamas / Patricia Rishel

Champion Get of Sire
Bal Renegade

CarolLlama Farms / Carol Ann Tallmon

Produce of Dam
Mareecha

Maplewood II / Cassie Miller

Futurity Results 
Continued

Mark your calendars - The 2009 LFA World Championship Show & Sale
September 18-20, 2009 • Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Photos courtesy of Vantage Images



One of the Monks 
Carding the fiber

Our “Monastic Fleece” in process

Sister spinning

I know individuals that have exhausted thousands of dollars 
and several years in therapy and stress relief management 
techniques. My counsel … save yourself a lot of time and money 
and get a llama (take two … they’re small) … you will never have 
a therapist as proficient or effectual as these little creatures.

How do you see your future with the llamas and the llama 
industry?

For the members of Monastic Fleece, the monastery, the 
Miniature Llamas are God’s answer to so many years of prayer. 
The llamas are the future of Monastic Fleece and the monastery. 
Other than our spiritual life and responsibilities, the llamas will 
impart not only an income for the monastery, they will reach out 
and bestow an opportunity for us in providing a true meaning, 
sense of joy, and peaceful heart to all those who they come in 
contact with. Evangelization if you will … but to us … a simple 
channel that God has in providing for all our needs.

For the llama industry … I see a  positive future. A future built on  
friendships, a melodious touch in the hearts, and a stable and 
impervious financial investment. God did not put these little 
creatures into our lives to cause suffering and pain. He put them 
into our lives to impart the missing link between God and man … 
a true ardor … a true joy … and just a few (amazing) side benefits 
along the way!

• • • • • • •
For more information on the Monastery visit their  

website at www.monasticfleece.com or email them at  
shepherds@monasticfleece.com. Thanks so much for visiting 

with us and we wish you the 
best in your miniature llama 
venture!

Carothers Country Farm • Lynda Carothers
Minnesota City, MN • 507-689-2677 
www.CarothersCountryFarm.com

2008 ALSA Grand National  
Reserve Champion  
Heavy Wool Male

Limited outside breedings available

The largest Argentine  
herd in North America,  

bringing you the  
most variety of  

Argentine bloodlines  
available. Full and Part 

Argentines for Sale.

co-ow
ned w

ith N
atalie Langow

ski

A r g e n t i n e  
P o l t e r g e i s t  ( e t )

Argentine Pecos x Argentine Pampita (ET)

…Continued from page 13

http://www.monasticfleece.com
mailto:shepherds@monasticfleece.com
http://www.CarothersCountryFarm.com
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One dictionary defines stress as 
an action: “to place emphasis on; to 
accent.” Another describes stress as being 
“any deviation from the accustomed 
environment.” Dr. Hans Selye, renown 
for his work on the subject, described 
stress as “the non-specific response of 
the body to any demand made upon it.” 
Synonyms for the word “stress” include 
consideration, priority value, seriousness, 
anxiety, imperativeness, nervous strain, 
tense and tautness. Do any of those 
descriptive words feel familiar to your 
mind and body? They certainly do for me. 
Without a doubt, neither you or I… or the 
alpacas and llamas… are alone! A familiar 
discussion of humans and stress can lay a 

Stressed Out! You’re Not Alone… 
And Neither Are The Alpacas & Llamas!

by Cathy Spalding

foundation for understanding how it is our 
camelids might react to stress.

The forward movement of time has 
just moved us through yet another fast 
paced holiday season. Lurking amidst 
the genuine excitement and joy can be a 
number of stress triggers both obvious 
and subtle. The obvious may be financial 
considerations, traffic, shopping in 
crowded malls or perhaps the feeling of 
inviting more visitors and/or visiting more 
different places in a few short weeks than 
we may have experienced over the entire 
previous 11 months. The more subtle and 
less obvious can include the rearrangement 
of our living environment. Our favorite 
mantel clock, oriental wood carving, 

rocking chair – those personal items we 
enjoy viewing and experiencing in our 
daily lives – are necessarily moved aside 
to make room for holiday decorations. This 
disruption of the habitual and comfortable 
norm in our daily environment can make 
a significant, yet often quietly unnoticed, 
contribution to stress levels. 

While we all could freely 
acknowledge that the holiday season can 
bring on notable stress, what might be 
some ongoing stress triggers during what 
would seem our more “normal” times of 
the year? Some triggers are obvious such 
as moving, divorce, loss of work, death, 

Tai chi Llamas
Home of Hidalgo

2008 ALSA National
Grand Champion Suri Male

First Cria are due
summer of 2009

Limited select
breedings now available

Visit us at www.TaiChiLlamas.com

Continued on page 18…

http://www.TaiChiLlamas.com
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weddings or serious illness. To a lesser 
degree there are situations such as waiting 
in long lines, co-worker issues, dental 
appointments, project deadlines and the 
flat tire. What might be some of the more 
subtle stress triggers? There are many. It 
could be the addition of a new puppy, shift 
in the weather or changes in diet. Some 
feel stress when on vacation or when a 
partner takes an unexpected day off. 

We are all familiar with stress in 
humans. Dr. Hans Selye – known as the 

Alpacas at their social best!

This alpaca clearly displays 
signs of stress in her face.

Host or attend a Gentle Spirit Behavior & Training Clinic 
with Cathy Spalding

Learning to understand camelid behavior and our relationship to these amazing animals 
is the solid foundation upon which to build training, care and herd management skills.  
You will gain a “toolbox” filled with information, insights, management and training ideas 
adaptable to your own personal style with your llamas and alpacas.

Cathy Spalding
5725 78th Ave NE

Olympia, WA 98516
360-438-1255

www.gentlespiritllamas.com

cathy@gentlespiritllamas.com

“father of stress” – first wrote about the 
idea of a stress syndrome in the British 
journal, Nature, in 1936. It described the 
process through which the body confronts 
stress. He explained that the body passes 
though three universal stages of coping. 
There is initially an “alarm reaction” 
wherein the body prepares itself for “fight 
or flight.” As this higher level/condition 
of excitement in the body cannot be 
ongoingly sustained, a second stage begins 
by building adaptation and resistance to 
the stress. If the particular stress continues 
over a longer period of time, the body 
will enter the third stage of exhaustion 
and eventual breakdown. Chronic stress 
changes chemical blood levels in the body 
that can have a very significant effect 
upon the ability of the immune system to 
appropriately function at healthy levels. 
Not all stress is detrimental to the body. 
Dr. Selye’s definition of stress being the 
nonspecific response of the body to any 
demand includes situations such as the 
body response to a good physical workout. 
A stimulus that may be pleasurable to 
one individual could be very stressful for 

another. For me, a ride on one of those 
colossal roller coasters comes to mind!

Stress in Alpacas and Llamas
How does stress and the stress 

syndrome relate to our alpacas and llamas? 
They are prey animals and will react 
behaviorally in the fright-flight sequence 
of fright, flight, fight, freeze and faint. The 
fright-flight sequence follows the stages 
Dr. Selye’s stress syndrome.

…Continued from page 17
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Alpacas and llamas are social within their herd and seem to 
enjoy routine – even rely upon it. Within a herd there are typically 
ones who are constantly on the look out and act as guards. They 
are always the first – and in many cases the only ones – who 
will sound the alarm call. Some are really great moms. They will 
look after all the herd crias often times paying special attention 
to the young ones of less attentive mothers. There are the wise 
ones, the leaders, the followers, the elders, the middle aged, the 
young, the vocal, the quiet, the shy and the aggressive… all fitting 
together in some understood “family” dance within the herd. As 
with our human families, some relationships are not always easy 
to bear. Alpacas and llamas have individual likes and dislikes 
including individual herd mates. Herd specific dynamics as well 
as our human management can work to create a chronically 
stressful situation for an animal. Chronic stress and the resulting 
suppression of an animal’s immune system results in much higher 
vulnerability to disease and infection, even death. Over the years, 
there have been many cases of gastric ulcers in alpacas and llamas. 
A number have resulted in death. Veterinarians report the cause as 
most often due to stress.

What might bring about stress in the lives of our alpacas 
and llamas? It is important to recognize chronic stress which is 
long term and ongoing as opposed to acute stress which is short 
term. Chronic stress could include being the recipient of abuse 
from another herd member, a very young alpaca or llama losing 
its mother whether by accident or design, an ongoing unsanitary 
environment or continual changes in herd dynamics. 

Herd dynamics can be a strong source of chronic stress when 
remaining in a more constant state of flux with ones coming and 
going through purchases, sales and various breeding arrangements. 
Did one’s mother, offspring or best buddy suddenly vanish through 
a sale? Did another simply disappear for an outside breeding? 
How might the herd dynamics shift in their absence only to shift 
once again with their return? If they had a job within the herd – as 
look out/guard, for example – has another necessarily filled that 
position? Will it shift back to the way it had previously been or have 
things changed enough in their absence to alter their relationship 
within their own herd environment? Have new animals joined the 
herd? Did they join during the absence of other herd members? 
What about pasture groupings? Which animals seem to group 
together? Is one animal always with some and never with certain 
others? Is this a consideration as we move around and arrange our 
animals in various paddocks and pastures?

Sources of stress for alpacas and llamas are varied. Varied, 
too, is the individual behavioral response expressed as the result 
of a particular stress.  Acute stress can occur out of situations 
such as the birth, illness or death of a herd mate, stud testing of 
females, performing an in-the-field necropsy, travel, veterinary 
and herd care tasks, training, shearing, weaning, shows, thunder 
storms and extreme weather changes. 

Can we eliminate stress in the lives of our alpacas and llamas? 
It would not seem any more possible to do that for them than it 
seems to be to eliminate it within our own lives. It is, however, 
important to recognize the possibility of stress in any given 

  KLAA would like to invite you to 

THE CENTRAL KENTUCKY 
LLAMA & ALPACA SHOW & EXPO

April 17, 18, 19, 2009
ALSA sanctioned show at the 
CENTRAL KENTUCKY AG/EXPO

Liberty, Kentucky
Helen Farley, Show Superintendent
865-922-5844   farley42@tds.net
Debbie Shellabarger, Halter Judge

Susie Smithers, Fiber Judge
Gerald Crowe (shearer with 30 years experience) will be available to give 
“show cuts” to llamas & alpacas for $15. Free farm display in arena area, 
on a “first come” basis. We are advertising the show in 70 newspapers 
across the state to bring in the general public. You are encouraged to 
market your animals, stud services and farm products at the show. There 
will be llama & alpaca “walking fiber” classes. A veterinarian is going to 
hold a two hour “Ask a Vet” session on Sunday, and we will have a “Ask 
your Fiber Questions” session with our fiber judge on Saturday. 

If you are a vendor, or know a vendor,  
our vendor spaces are free. 

 For vendor information contact  
Charlotte Beaudin, 502-857-9100

dbeaudin14@hotmail.com
Continued on page 20…

mailto:farley42@tds.net
mailto:dbeaudin14@hotmail.com
http://www.Holy-Tea-Time.com
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Show Me State Mini Llamas

laura harrawood • p.o. box 2931 • leslie, missouri 63056
w: showmestateminis.com •  e: showmestateminis@mac.com  •  p: 573.484.3768

“Adopting the right attitude
 can convert a negative 

stress into a positive one.”
— Dr. Hans Selye (1907-1982)

LLamazing Wisdom

instance. We can then do our best to mitigate 
it. There are a number of behavioral cues 
displayed by alpacas and llamas indicating 
they are feeling stress. The most easily 
observed are excessive humming, irregular 
breathing, tense muscle wrinkles about 
the face and self imposed isolation from 
the herd. Less recognized cues include 
sweating, clamped tail, stomping feet, 
grinding teeth, burping, holding the neck 
very stiff and tight, drooling, standing out 
of balance and a tight or drooping lip. As 
do humans, alpacas and llamas differ from 
individual to individual in their ability to 
manage stress. It is important to consider 
each individual personality. As examples, 
some alpacas truly seem to enjoy the show 
environment while others appear unable 
to adapt no matter how many times they 
do it. Not all llamas enjoy packing or have 
the personality to serve as a guardian/
sentinel for other animals. Recognizing 
and understanding the behavioral cues 
expressed by our alpacas and llamas is 
essential information to our ability to 

mitigate and maximize stress in their 
environment. If we recognize it, we can act 
upon it. It is a critical piece of the whole in 
our overall herd management for the long-
term health of our animals.

Notice the facial tension and taut 
lip displayed by this llama.

A statement by Dr. Hans Selye gave 
me pause:  “Stress leaves an indelible scar, 
and the organism pays for its survival after 
a stressful situation by becoming a little 
older.” After some thought, I feel to add 
“and perhaps a little wiser, too.” 

…Continued from page 19
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did this, how we 
understand why 
synthetic dyes 
were invented 
and again how 
much work it was. 
My friend Linda 
was in charge of 
organizing the 
colors and deciding 
in which order to 
dye. If you want an 

orange color, you need to dye your fiber 
yellow first then dip it in the red but we 
didn’t want to contaminate the red dye 
pot until we are all sure that those who 
wanted a pure red color got their fiber 
dyed first... then those who want orange 
put theirs in.......can you see where this 
is going? Dye day actually did start out 
to be fairly civilized until we got tired 
and then it was anarchy. People were 
dipping fiber here and there without any 
semblance of order. As soon as it became 
apparent that no one actually cared what 
color they got or how they got it..... it 
became a free for all and a lot more fun.

White fiber was not the only “color” 
that we used to dye. Cream colors, greys, 

“The process”

I belong to a small group of fiber 
addicts called the Rural Missouri 
Spinners. We have been together for 
about 20 years. Hard to believe. We have, 
at some point, owned almost every fiber 
animal ranging from bunnies to yaks.....
yep, Charlotte has yaks. For some 
reason we never thought there were any 
limitations on our fiber ambitions and 
our group even made a yurt. The yurt has 
long since been dismantled and recycled 
or eaten.. (by moths) but lives on in myth 
and memory.

We decided to have a dye day. This 
wasn’t to be just any dye day.... this was 
to be a natural dye day. Natural dyes 
are dyes that are obtained from animals, 
plants, or minerals. Natural dying also 
means that it’s a whole lot more work. 
Unfortunately, it seems anything that is 
valuable and worthwhile is always more 
work. We hadn’t organized a natural dye 
day in years so we all got pretty excited. 
For us, natural dye days are always more 
fun because we aren’t that good at it and 
our results are usually a serendipitous 
surprise. Most of us don’t care what colors 

we get as long as they are 
colorfast. Colorfastness is 
my only “have to”.

Getting ready for a dye day is not 
easy. First of all a group of independent, 
strong willed women have to agree on 
colors and dyes. Second, we needed to 
make our day worthwhile so we planned to 
dye 10 pounds of fiber per person (sanity 
prevailed though and we eventually 
settled on 5 pounds each). Third, we 
needed to agree on a location (my farm) 
and last but certainly not least.... the 
food. Every one needed to prepare their 
5 pounds of fiber by soaking and heating 
it in a particular mordant. A mordant is a 
substance that when combined with dye 
fixes it to a fiber. This mordanting task 
is labor intensive in itself. We used very 
safe and easy mordants like iron and 
alum.

By the time dye day arrived there 
were a lot of complaints from the group 
about how much work this was, how 
much younger we were the last time we 

Why Live In A Colorless World  
When You Can Dye

by Laura Harrawood 
Show Me State Mini Llamas

Olive drab from osage 
orange and iron

More natural dye results

Beautiful colors achieved with 
natural dyes

This over-dyed yarn started with a 
light brown llama fiber

Continued on page 22…
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light browns, shades of medium browns etc. can all be over-
dyed with a color. The natural color of the fiber changes 
the effect of the dye on the fiber. I think some of the most 
beautiful colors are achieved by over-dying.

Linda wanted to keep a detailed record of what mordant 
and dye made what color and what combination of dyes made 
certain colors. But yarn and roving ended up in pots that were 
supposed to be kept pure without mixing colors. Linda finally 
gave up her badge as dye police and joined in the chaos.
Things I learned about natural dyes:
• natural dyes, no matter what color, look beautiful when 

combined with other natural dyes.
• natural dyes can be expensive i.e.: madder root, logwood, 

indigo.
• natural dyes can be free for the labor i.e.: onion skins, 

coreopsis, black eyed susan, osage orange.
• priorities change the older you get. success is relative.
• items that are dyed with natural dyes are never priced 

high enough.
• and never, NEVER underestimate the process (spending 

time with friends) or become too focused on the outcome 
(the perfect shade of aubergine or burnt orange).

“Trade Gold for Cash”

…Continued from page 21
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CANADIAN CONNECTION

by Sue Wilde

America is awed every week by the 
amazing transformation of homes across 
the country. We view the process of the 
transformation with eager anticipation of 
the wonderful outcome of the efforts of the 
makeover team. We celebration with the 
recipient of the hard work and ingenuity 
of the team and we rest a little easier know 
that they are happier people.

Well, let’s look at this a little closer! 

•	 There	is	a	focus,	a	goal

•	 There	is	a	measurable	plan

•	 There	is	location	that	is	suitable	

•	 There	is	reward	for	the	effort

•	 There	is	a	time	frame

Now,	 let’s	 get	 SMART	 about	 our	
extreme maker over: llama edition!

S	 Specific:	Make	a	specific	goal	for	your	
business.  I will: Update my website, 
choose 2 locations to run effective 
ads, contact past, present and possible 
future buyers. 

M Measureable: Make goals measure-
able. I will: Post at least 20 new 
photos and updates, create 2 effective 
ads whose responses I will record, I 
will reply promptly to all replies to my 
contacts.

A Attainable: Make sure you can achieve 
these goals realistically. I can: Update 
my website myself or hire a reasonable 
company to manage the updates, 
create my own ads or advertise with 
a magazine that includes ad set up in 
their pricing, I can use a computer, 
telephone or send an email out to my 
contacts.

R Rewarded: You will feel a sense of 
accomplishment as you have now 
finally	 taken	 the	 initiative	 to	 do	 it	
rather that just think about doing it. 
You will see results in your business.

T	 Time	 oriented:	 Set	 a	 time	 limit	 on	
your	goal.	This	will	be	accomplished	
by Friday of this week.

Whenever you see a successful llama 
program, building project or career, 
believe	me	there	is	a	SMART	plan	behind	
it.	These	days	we	need	to	be	smarter	than	
ever about planning to be successful. Our 
drive down easy street has gotten a little 
harder	 to	 navigate	 so	 we	 need	 SMART	
route planning to get us to where we want 
to go.

There	is	a	company	that	was	started	by	
a group of women that were trying to save 
money	and	run	their	homes	more	efficiently	
called Smart Cookies. I am taking some 
inspiration from them and trying to change 
some of my ways to be more effective and 
efficient	because	playing	 it	SMART	pays	
off for all of us and we can be in awe of the 
transformation that our makeover, “llama 
edition” will be like and we will rest a little 
easier knowing we are happier with our 
efforts and results!

Dreamweaver Creations Fiber Processing Mill
From Raw Fleece To Finished Product • No Minimums

washing • carding • spinning 
& finished items from your fiber

Processing your fiber since 2000
W4289 Hwy 98 • Loyal, WI 54446
www.dreamweavercreationswi.com
Dreamweavercreations@gmail.com

608-343-3878

Call for a brochure

Extreme Makeover: 
Llama Edition

mailto:freestatllamas@comcast.net
http://www.ilovespit.com


24     February 2009     www.lamalink.com

are centered on growing others and 
helping them grow their devotion to an 
animal that attracts good people. 

We can subject ourselves 
to the negativity that pervades 
all aspects of life and the llama 
industry but why would we 
when there is so much positive 
to embrace.  Llamas evoke 
feelings of compassion, caring 
and admiration. I have never felt 
malicious, unkind or subversive 
when I am with llamas. Llamas 
just want to be cared for and that 
requires caring people. 

“It is the nature of man to 
rise to greatness if greatness is expected 
of him,” John Steinbeck. Llamas expect 
greatness from us. They expect that we 
will treat each other respectfully. They 
expect that we will co-operate with each 
other for their good. They don’t expect 
us to be petty, back biting and cruel. 
They expect us to be honest, caring and 
supportive. This is expected of us and 

we can a rise to this for 
them. Believe me, your 
llamas only want to be 
associated with the good 
ones!

Albert Schweitzer 
said, “Do something 

wonderful, people may imitate it!” Who 
are we trying to emulate? Are all our 
leaders perfect? Do they know all the 
answers? Of course not! But at least they 
are trying, we owe them our support. 
Michelle Sedas, offers this advice: “The 
way we respond when others make 
mistakes can cause them to feel ashamed 
or can allow them to remember our 
kindness and share our stories with future 
generations.”

We don’t want to stay in the same 
place, we want to progress! We want to 
go from where we are now to be where 
we want to be. The llama people we 
feature in our Linking Up section are 
those who  love their llamas, are enjoying 
their llamas and are moving from where 
they are to where they want to be. They 
are positive, respectful and caring.

The final word is from a man who 
knows about coaching and leadership: 

Just play.  Have fun.  Enjoy the game.   
Michael Jordon

by Sue Wilde

To Coach…comes from the root 
meaning “to bring a person from where 
they are to where they want to be,” David 
Cottreal.

“Before you are a leader, success is 
all about growing yourself. When you 
become a leader, success is all about 
growing others,” Jack Welch.

A leader is key. The United States has 
invested the last two years to choosing a 
leader. All of the men and women that 
were “willing to walk the line” to be the 
leader, were people of integrity and with a 
willingness to serve. Their platforms were 
based on programs to make things better 
for all. All those running were ordinary 
individuals who went from where they 
were to where they wanted to be. “It’s 
your attitude, not your aptitude, that 
determines your altitude,” Zig Ziglar.

Who are the leaders in the llama 
industry? Right now people are voting for 
new people willing to serve on the Llama 
Futurity Association board. Thank you 
to all of you! The LFA is an association 
that is open to all llama breeders and 
works for the promotion of all types of 
llamas. LFA is an inclusive group that 
works for the promotion of llamas on an 
even playing field. They support 
ALSA shows and futurities. The 
volunteers that work on the LFA 
board are coaches. They want to 
take the industry from where it is 
to where it wants to be.

The ILR, ALSA, SLA, 
regional associations, local clubs 
are not names, they are people 
trying to take us to where we 
want to be. These associations 

To Coach
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• January 23, 2009 SCLA Select Llama Sale Friday at 6:00 pm 
Held in conjuction with the Ft Worth Expo and Stock Show. For information go 
to www.sclasale.com or Ft Worth entry info www.fwssr.com. The sale consist of 
50 select lots and is the longest running association sale. Sale info contact Steve 
Berry— berry-patch@itexas.net, 817-279-6725.

• Feb 7-8, 2009 Golden Plains Llama Association’s annual conference
4-H building, McPherson, KS. Agenda includes a variety of fiber classes, basic 
llama training for FFA/4-H youth, veterinarian presentation on breeding and 
birthing, activities for younger children, silent auction and much more. For 
additional information, please contact Chairman Pam Young, 620-465-2379 or 
jpalpaca@havenks.net.

• March 21 & 22, 2009 3rd Annual March Magic Level III Double 
Casual Llama Show. 
Relax ~ Fun ~ Casual ~ No Groom ~ Low Entry Fees ~ Great Awards. Hosted 
by Llama Association of Southern California (LASC) Location: Antelope 
Valley Fairgrounds, Lancaster California. We will be offering all 4 wool 
divisions, driving, novice & advanced performance. All 3 youth age groups. 
Walking and shorn fleece will be a single show. March Magic had to be moved 
this year from the Fairplex in Pomona due to fairgrounds construction. This 
year’s new facility is fully covered. No Rain Worries. Our show this year will 
be in conjunction with a Home and Garden Show. Show judges: Mark Smith 
~ Senior Level Judge, Mary Jo Miller ~ Senior Level Judge Margaret Ricci ~ 
Level Judge Contact: Ken Sutton 760-240-6878 or SewSew25@aol.com or 
Tracey Wallace 909-792-3711 or DandT22@aol.com

• April 3-5, 2009 - Spring Celebration Llama Sale, Heritage Place, 
Oklahoma City, OK. 
Tom & Nancy Simmons and Tim & Teresa Vincent have turned over the lead rope 
to Dan and Marilyn Milton after 20 years of putting on the Spring Celebration 
Llama Sale. 2009 will again see Shawn Norman’s Grand Slam llama show on 
Friday, the preview and sale will be on Saturday and the World Futurity on Sunday. 
Look for some new and exciting additions to the weekend’s events. It is time to 
look over your herd and select your best for the grand slam show, sale, futurity and 
herd sire row. Contact Dan or Marilyn Milton at dmmilton@charter.net or  
541-899-8097 for more information on the 2009 Spring Celebration Llama Sale.

• April 17-19, 2009 Central Kentucky Llama & Alpaca Show & Expo. 
ALSA sanctioned show held at the Central Kentucky Ag/Expo Center in 
Liberty, Kentucky will have vendors, Industry information booths, “show 
cut” shearing available for $15 an animal, walking fiber classes for llamas & 
alpacas and free farm information display areas adjoining the arena on a “first 
come basis”. Exhibitors are encouraged to market their animals, stud services 
and farm products at the event and KLAA will be advertising the show & expo 
statewide to bring in spectators. Other events will be fiber classes, photo and 
poster contests, silent auction, “ask the vet” session on Sunday and “ask your 
fiber questions” on Saturday with our fiber judge. Show superintendent, Helen 
Farley, 865-922-5844, farley42@tds.net. Halter judge, Debbie Shellabarger, 
fiber judge, Susie Smithers. For free vendor spaces contact, Charlotte Beaudin, 
502-857-9100, dbeaudin14@hotmail.com

• May 2 & 3, 2009 Badgerland Sweepstakes and ALSA show
Jefferson County Fair Grounds, Jefferson, WI Largest LFA sponsored Futurity 
in the Midwest and Level II ALSA show. Contact: Barb Parsons for more 
information theparsons@prodigy.net

• May 16-17, 2009 Indy Open Llama Show - Double Show 
Noblesville, IN 
Indy Open 400 & Indy Open 500 All halter, performance, & youth classes 
offered. Fun Friday night get-together and complimentary “Exhibitor Thank-
You” breakfast buffet served at exhibitor meeting on Saturday morning. Fun 
show, easy in/easy out, cash premiums, and ribbons. Information at www.
shagbarkridge.com/indy.html

• May 2-3, 2009 The 7th Annual Llamas And More Association 
will be holding a double point show at the Churchill County Fairgrounds. 
This is a no groom show and this year we will be holding a Walking Fleece 
and Shorn Fleece single show. Judges: Wally Baker for the Gold Show, Nikki 
Kuklenski for the Silver Show and Maryan Baker for the Garnet Fleece Show. 
See website www.lamandmore.com or Les Flynn 775-424-1217 for entry forms.

• May 2-3, 2009 Millennium Magic Open Double Llama Show 
Breeder’s Futurity 
Saturday evening fellowship dinner Come on out to see what all of the fun is 
about! Lenawee County Fairgrounds, Adrian, MI Show contact: Tami Lash 
(517) 467-2709 Uniqueanimal@aol.com  Show forms:  
www.LashsUniqueAnimals.com

• May 9-10, 2009-The 15th Annual Llama Magic, Lake Elmo, MN 
Held at the Washington County Fairgrounds, this private treaty sale offers 
llamas and alpacas for sale on Mother’s Day weekend. A special llama training 
clinic for adults and youth will be held Saturday by Mallon protege Marc Page 
of Massachusetts. On Sunday, a fun llama/alpaca performance show for youth 
will be held with emphasis on those in 4-H and FFA. There will also be a fleece 
contest, demonstrations and a wide array of vendors. Contact Sheila Fugina at 
bsfugina@pressenter.com or 715-246-5837, or visit www.llamamagic.com. 

• June 20th, 2009 White Star Production Sale. 
For more information contact Fred and Sharon Isayew 306.764.2917 or go to 
fred@whitestarllamas.com

• June 26-28, 2009 All American Youth Jamboree
National ALSA & 4-H Youth Show & Conference Noblesville, IN - just outside 
Indpls. 2nd Annual National Youth Show! Separate 4-H & ALSA shows with 
cash premiums & ribbons. Additional challenges such as Skillathon, Llama 
Jeopardy, Farmer Olympics, Fiber Show, Poster Show, Versatility Award, 
Obstacle sweepstakes. Showing seminars, fiber workshops, & vet seminars. 
Auction, street dance, cook outs. One price fits all! A “don’t miss event!” 
Information at www.youthjamboree.net.  

• September 26-27, 2009 Millennium Magic Fall Festival Open 
Double Llama Show  
Come on out to see what all of the fun is about! Lenawee County Fairgrounds, 
Adrian, MI Show contact: Tami Lash (517) 467-2709  Uniqueanimal@aol.com  
Show forms: www.LashsUniqueAnimals.com

LamaLink.com delivers a blend of newsworthy articles 
and advertising geared toward lama enthusiasts. 
Published in both print and online, LamaLink.com 

brings the latest in lama-related events, what’s new 
and who’s who in the lama world.
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 alpacas
Add AlpAcAs to your fArm. Must 
retire — 4 maidens, 4 proven females,  
8 males inexpensive! Valan07@aol.com 
330-273-4176   2.09

 Other animals
AustrAliAn lAbrAdoodles, the 
true Labradoodles. Expecting puppies in 
March. Check out our Chocolate girl,  
Beatrix and Rocko, they will be adorable! 
Call Sue Wilde 403-752-4899  
www.wcrancho.com  Labradoodles by 
Design!

 services
oil pAintinGs of your rAncH or 
cHAmpion lAmAs by award winning NW 
artist Wanda Kemper. Fees start at $400 dollars 
for an 8” x 10” oil painting. Wanda is also a 
portrait, landscape, and still life painter. Contact 

her for additional information at  
503-635-4887 or visit her website at  
www.portraitartist.com/kemper

 real estate

20 irriGAted Acre no. cAlif. 
llAmA rAncH with 50+ llamas. This 
is a “turnkey” operation. For photos and 
more visit www.rereader.com/tmiller 12.08

 medical supplies
CRIA*BEE*UPRIGHT — Pastern supports 
for the cria down in their pasterns.  
www.woodlandmistalpacas.com  
330-547-6900 4.09

 Gifts
Llama Art unique gifts and merchandise 
cards shirts etc. rhondasart.hobby-site.com 2.09

 Other
seAloGix pHArmAcueticAl 
GrAde fisH oil – sAve 20% 
Online resource and info for ultra-refined, 
pharmaceutical-grade fish oil. SeaLogix is 
twice as potent and hundreds of times more 
pure than typical grocery store and health-
food grade fish oil.  
http://www.Omega3Zone.biz 1-888-887-4654

Holy teA. Gentle intestinal and colon 
cleanse herbal tea formulated by  
Dr. Bill Miller: www.holy-tea-time.com 
1-888-887-4654

life’s AbundAnce HeAltH food 
for Dogs100% complete, balanced nutrition. 
No corn, wheat, by-products, chemical 
preservatives or artificial coloring.  
http://www.dog-food-zone.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
Classified & Photo Ads: Classified Ad Rates:  
$3.50 each for first 2 lines, $2.50 per line thereafter 
– no limit to number lines, 30 characters per line 
including spaces.  Payment must be made with ad 
submission.
Deadline:  Classified and photo ads received by the 
10th of the month will appear in the following issue.  
Classified ad will be published online when ad and 
payment in full are received.
All-Capitalized Boldface print will automatically 
be used for the first few words unless specified 
otherwise. 
Box around classified is additional $5.00 per month.
Photo Ads: $50 for 5 lines of copy includes 
approximately 2 x 3 photo and a ‘box’ around the ad 
(send only ‘sharp’ black & white or color photo – we 
will scan to size – no additional charge). $3.00 per 
line over 5 lines. 
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CLR
Contact the ALSA BOD today and tell them NO 

to allowing CLR registered llamas into ALSA shows

Paid for by the Supporters of Truth Revealed

lamalink.comTM

your connection to the lama world  
470 Riverside Road, Kalispell MT  59901
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